
�� Bulk carriers other than oil, gas and chemical tankers exceeding 220m in length or 32m in 
breadth when en-route to or from river Elbe;

�� Bulk carriers other than oil, gas and chemical tankers exceeding 250m in length or 13.5m 
in draught, when en-route to or from rivers Weser or Jade;

�� Other vessels exceeding 300m in length or 35m in breadth when en-route to or from riv-
ers Jade, Weser or Elbe.

The safest and fastest way to reach these pilot stations is by using the routeing systems ‘Off 
Friesland’ and TSS ‘German Bight Western Approach’. For additional information on com-
pulsory pilotage for certain vessels see the ‘Mariners Routeing Guide German Bight’ (2910).

11 – DWR from North Hinder to Indefatigable Bank via DR1 Lt buoy
No partiular information available.

12 – DWR from North Hinder to TSS Off Brown Ridge
Mandatory route for some classes of vessels (see section 2.3.4).

13 – North Hinder Junction precautionary area
For ships which have to cross the deep-water route, attention is drawn to Rule 18(d)(i) of 
the 1972 Collision Regulations. Mariners are, however, reminded that when a risk of colli-
sion is deemed to exist the 1972 Collision Regulations fully apply, in particular the rules of 
Part B, Sections II and III, are of specific relevance in the crossing situation.
Ships should proceed with caution in the area where the traffic lanes merge. Ships should, 
if practicable, not enter a circular area of one mile diameter around the North Hinder buoy. 
All ships should keep the circular area on their port side unless the density of traffic, the 
pilotage (helicopter operations) or the weather conditions warrant otherwise.

14 – Maas precautionary area
Ships should proceed with caution in the area where the traffic lanes merge. Any ship 
which is not compelled to adhere to the deep-water route should, if practicable not enter 
a circular area of about one mile diameter, centred around a position half a mile north of 
the Maas Center buoy. All ships should keep the circular area on their port side unless the 
available water depth, the density of traffic, the pilotage or the weather conditions warrant 
otherwise.

15 – TSS Off North Hinder
No particular information available.
 
16 – Inshore traffic zone
According to Rule 10 of the International regulations for preventing collissions at sea (1972): 
A vessel shall not use an inshore traffic zone when she can safely use the appropriate traffic 
lane within the adjacent traffic separation scheme. However, vessels of less than 20m in 
length, sailing vessels and vessels engaged in fishing may use the inshore traffic zone. A 
vessel may use an inshore traffic zone when en route to or from a port, offshore installation 
or structure, pilot station or any other place situated within the inshore traffic zone, or to 
avoid immediate danger.

17 – TSS Off Vlieland
No particular information available.

18 – TSS Vlieland Noord
Off the south end of the northeast going traffic lane, traffic streams are crossing.
19 – Precautionary area Vlieland Junction
Mariners should navigate with great care because traffic lanes are merging in this area.

20 – TSS In the approaches to IJmuiden
Vessels with a draught over 14.1m should make use of this DWR if bound for IJmuiden.

21 – TSS Off Brown Ridge 
Mandatory route for some classes of vessels (see section 2.3.4).
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22 – DWR from TSS ‘Off Brown Ridge’ to TSS ‘West Friesland’
Mandatory route for some classes of vessels (see section 2.3.4).

23 – TSS West Friesland
Mandatory route for some classes of vessels (see section 2.3.4).

24 – TSS North Friesland
Mandatory route for some classes of vessels (see section 2.3.4).

25 – TSS East Friesland
Mandatory route for some classes of vessels (see section 2.3.4).

26 – DWR from TSS ‘Off Botney Ground’ to the TSS North Friesland’
No particular information available.

27 – TSS Off Botney Ground
No particular information available.

28 – DWR Europoort
Vessels with a draught over 17.4m should make use of this DWR if bound for Hoek van  
Holland. A concentration of crossing traffic can be expected between the E3 and E7 buoys. 
Extra care should be taken between E13 buoy and Maas Center buoy, where crossing traffic 
from the north will be frequent.

29 – Precautionary area Maas Junction
Mariners are warned that in this precautionary area, vessels on routes to and from TSS Off 
Texel, the Westerschelde and Europoort are merging or crossing.

30 – TSS Maas Northwest
Off the seaward entrance to TSS Maas North West: The precautionary area in the  
approaches to Hoek van Holland should be avoided by passing traffic which is not entering 
or leaving the adjacent ports.

31 – Approaches to the Schelde estuary
Mariners are warned for crossing traffic in the precautionary area ''Schouwenbank Junc-
tion'' from the 4 connecting two-way routes.

The ''In the vicinity of Thornton and Bligh Banks'' and ''Windfarm Borssele'' precautionary 
areas surround wind farm development zones. Ships, other than those that are engaged in 
supporting the construction of these sites, should avoid the areas as much as possible.

In view ot the limited width of the area to be avoided ''Windfarm Borssele Pass'' the follow-
ing ships are recommended to avoid the area:
�� ships exceeding 45m LOA
�� ships carrying dangerous goods

Ships engaged in the construction and maintenance of wind tubines and their associated 
electrical infrastructure are permitted in this area.

Note
The Netherlands Hydrographic Service will only publish information (Netherlands NtM) 
concerning routeing measures within their own charting area. World wide information con-
cerning routeing measures will be published in a digital newspaper (‘Staatscourant’) issued 
by the Netherlands Government.

2.3.4 Mandatory route for some classes of vessels from North Hinder to the  
German Bight and v.v.
The route is mandatory for use by the following classes of vessels:
�� Tankers of 10 000 tons gross tonnage and upwards, carrying oil as defined under Annex 
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6.4.4	 Vessel	Traffic	Services
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Delete tables 6.4.4.1 - 6.4.4.2 and replace by:

VHF Ch Location Message To

64 1/2 h before entering VTS area
Name vessel – position – draught –  
destination

Traffic Centre Steenbank

60 1/2 h before entering VTS area
Name vessel – position – draught –  
destination

Traffic Centre Wandelaar

65 SW Akkaert Lt buoy
Name vessel – position – ETA Vlissingen 
Roads – route

Traffic Centre Wandelaar

64 SBZ Lt buoy
Name vessel – position – ETA Vlissingen 
Roads – route

Traffic Centre Steenbank

69 Lt buoys: A1bis, VG6, S2, NE Akkaert, WP4
Name vessel – position – ETA Vlissingen 
Roads – route

Traffic Centre Zeebrugge

14 Lt buoys: OG17, W5 Name vessel – Position Centrale Vlissingen

14 Vlissingen Roads Name vessel – ETA destination – route Centrale Vlissingen

03 Buoys: 15A, E2A Name vessel – position Centrale Terneuzen

65 Lt buoys: 35, MG2 Name vessel – position Centrale Hansweert

85 Lt buoy 35 Name vessel – position Schelde informatie dienst

12 Lt buoy 55 Name vessel – position Centrale Zandvliet

12 Lt buoy 65 Name vessel – position Centrale Zandvliet

12 Sector Lt Zuid Saeftinge Name vessel – position Centrale Zandvliet

10 Lt buoy 116 Name vessel – position All ships

Pilot vessel Wandelaar VHF Ch 65 – Pilot vessel Steenbank VHF Ch 64 – Calamities VHF Ch 67

VHF Ch Location Message To

85 On departure, upriver buoy 100 Name vessel – position – draught – destina-
tion

Scheepvaart informatie dienst

10 On departure, upriver buoy 100 Name vessel – position – intensions All ships

10 Buoy 111 Name vessel – position All ships

12 Lt buoy 100 or when entering the river Name vessel – destination Centrale Zandvliet

85 Sector Lt Zuid Saeftinge Name vessel – position - ETA 
Vlissingen Roads

Scheepvaart informatie dienst

65 Lt buoy 46 Name vessel – position Centrale Hansweert

03 Lt buoy 32 Name vessel – position - route Centrale Terneuzen

14 Buoys: 8, E2A Name vessel – position Centrale Vlissingen

14 Vlissingen Roads Name vessel – position - ETA
Pilot station

Centrale Vlissingen

64 Lt buoys: OG14, WP3 Name vessel – position Traffic Centre Steenbank

69 Lt buoy W4
Name vessel – position - route ETA
pilot vessel Wandelaar

Traffic Centre Zeebrugge

65 Lt buoys: S2, A1bis Name vessel – position Traffic Centre Wandelaar

60 Lt buoy OD1 Name vessel – position Traffic Centre Wandelaar

Pilot vessel Wandelaar VHF Ch 65 – Pilot vessel Steenbank VHF Ch 64 – Calamities VHF Ch 67

6.4.4.1	 VTS	Reports	–	All	seagoing	vessels	Inward	bound	/	Sailing	upriver

6.4.4.2	 All	seagoing	vessels	Outward	bound	/	Sailing	downriver
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Pilotage is compulsory for the fairways:
River Westerschelde
Terneuzen - Ghent Canal
Zuid Beveland Canal
Walcheren Canal
Veerse Meer
Oosterschelde
Keeten
Krammer to Krammer locks
Schelde - Rhine connection to 
Kreekrak locks and Bergen op 
Zoom with dangerous cargo 
on board.

6.5	 Pilotage

6.5.1	 Local	pilotage

6.5.1.1	 Compulsory	pilotage
Pilotage in this region is compulsory for the following fairways: 

6.5.1.2	 Exemptions	and	dispensations
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5 2 ‘Exemptions and dispensation to 
compulsory pilotage’.

6.5.1.3	 Request	for	a	pilot
See section 6.4.2 'Request for a pilot'.

6.5.1.4	 Notes	
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5 – 2.6 ‘Pilotage’  
(The Netherlands, Belgium).

6.5.1.5	 Signals	when	pilotage	is	suspended
See section 6.9 ‘Signals’.

6.5.2	 Shore	based	pilotage

6.5.2.1	 General	information
See Chapter 2 – Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.5 ‘Pilotage’ (The Netherlands).

6.5.2.2	 Routes
1	 SBP via Oostgat

When pilotage is suspended at the pilot cruising station Steenbank, SBP will be available 
on the track Steenbank Pilot station to Oostgat entrance or until the pilot embarks at a 
more inward position.
When embarkation cannot take place at a more inward position SBP can be given from 
the pilot vessel or another vessel.

2	 SBP via Scheur and Wielingen
When pilotage is suspended at the pilot cruising station Wandelaar, SBP will be available 
on the track AZ / AN Lt buoys to Vlissingen roads / NE Akkaert buoy to Vlissingen roads or 
until the pilot embarks.
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6.6	 Sailing	directions

6.6.1	 Westerschelde	approach
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6.6.1.1	 Main	fairways	to	Vlissingen	Roads
A1 – Through Oostgat and Sardijngeul across Steenbanken
From Steenbank Pilot station 150° (true) leads to Kaloo Lt buoy through the ''2-way route 
Schouwenbank SE''. Passing SBZ, Middelbank, Magne and MSB Lt buoys. Oostgat is then 
entered on the leading line 149.5°. Corrections to the course may be necessary to allow for 
effect of wind and tide. In the case of deep draught vessels the deepest part of the route 
should be followed, particularly in the vicinity of Steenbanken. On leaving the line of West-
kapelle Lt in line with sector Lt Molenhoofd, the leading line 130° provides a guide off OG9 
Lt buoy. Off OG-DL Lt buoy the unlit fairway Deurloo leads into Oostgat.
Near OG21 Lt buoy guidance is given by leading line 117°, which leads into Sardijngeul.  
It should be noted that vessels bound for Oosterschelde and vessels sailing close along the 
coast will be crossing this route. When navigating Oostgat and Sardijngeul speed should be 
adjusted to avoid suction and wash.

A2 – Through Oostgat and Sardijngeul, SW of Steenbanken 
Steenbanken can be avoided by following the ''2-way route Westpit'' and then exit the 
route north of Lt buoy WP3, thence passing south of ZSB Lt buoy and keeping OG1 Lt buoy 
on the starboard hand, the track leads towards Kaloo Lt buoy. Outward bound vessels can 
use the route in the reverse direction. It should be noted that vessels bound for Ooster-
schelde and vessels sailing close along the coast will be crossing this route. When navigat-
ing Oostgat and Sardijngeul speed should be adjusted to avoid suction and wash.

A3 – Through Westpit, Scheur and E-part of Wielingen 
This route is approximately 25 n miles longer then route A1 and may be chosen if required 
by the vessels draught. Other reasons for its use are meteorological conditions, the vessels 
dimensions or the nature of the cargo. The route follows the ''2-way route Westpit'' to the 
vicinity of NE Akkeart Lt buoy (appr. 51°27.3'N 2°59.4'E). From NE Akkaert Lt buoy Scheur is 
entered between S3 and S4 Lt buoys, thence Wielingen is entered between W2 and W3 Lt 
buoys.

B1 – Through Vaargeul, Scheur and Wielingen 
Vessels with a draught > 13.1m are considered as channel-bound and therefore obliged to 
make use of Vaargeul as part of the 'Deep Water (DW) Route in the approaches to river 
Scheldt'. Vaargeul is converging Scheur between S3 and S4 Lt buoys, thence Wielingen is 
entered between W2 and W3 Lt buoys.

B2 – Through Scheur and Wielingen 
Scheur is entered south of Akkaertbank between S1 and S2 Lt buoys after passing A1 Lt 
buoy, thence Wielingen is entered between W2 and W3 Lt buoys.

B3 – Through Wielingen to the south of Scheur. 
The route may use by vessels drawing less then 8m and leads through the channel north 
of Wenduinebank, thence through Wielingen to the south of Scheur, which converges with 
Scheur at the S-W Lt buoy (N cardinal). When crossing Zand (Approach-channel to  
Zeebrugge) in and out-going vessels, often without pilots, and ferries to and from  
Zeebrugge may be encountered.

6.6.1.2	 Main	fairways	to	Oostende	harbour
C1 – Through the passage between Ravelingen and Wenduinebank 
Through the passage between Ravelingen and Wenduinebank, thence via  
Buitenstroombank Lt buoy (Grote Rede) and Rechtstreekse Kil, Oostende Harbour is en-
tered on the 128° leading line.

C2 – Through Negenvaam 
Through Negenvaam, thence Noordpas is entered through the passage between D1 and 
Middelkerkebank S Lt buoys, thence via Buitenstroombank Buoy Rechtstreekse Kil is en-
tered, thence Oostende harbour is entered on the 128° leading line.
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F1 – Through Westpit, Ravelingen, Grote Rede and Rechtstreekse Kil
The route follows the ''2-way route Westpit'' to the vicinity of NE Akkeart Buoy (appr. 
51º27.3'N 02º59.4'E). From NE Akkaert Buoy a course is set out towards A1 Buoy. On this 
part of the route crossing traffic may be encountered on their way from pilot station  
Wandelaar to Zeebrugge/Westerschelde or vice verca. From A1 Buoy the route leads 
through Ravelingen. This passage is entered between the Oostendebank E and 
Wenduinebank W Buoys, thence via Buitenstroombank Buoy (Grote Rede) and  
Rechtstreekse Kil, Oostende Harbour is entered on the 128º leading line.

6.6.1.3	 Main	fairways	to	Zeebrugge	harbour
D1 – Through Vaargeul, Scheur and Zand
Vessels with a draught > 13.1m are considered as channel-bound and therefore obliged to 
make use of Vaargeul as part of the 'Deep Water (DW) Route in the approaches to river 
Scheldt'. Vaargeul is converging Scheur between S3 and S4 Lt buoys, thence Wielingen is 
entered between W2 and W3 Lt buoys.

D2 – Through Scheur and Zand
Scheur is entered south of Akkaertbank between S1 and S2 Lt buoys after passing A1 Lt 
buoy, thence Zand is entered between SZ and S7 Lt buoys.

D3 – Through the channel N of Wenduinebank and Zand
The route can be usedLt by vessels drawing less then 8m and leads through the channel 
north of Wenduinebank, thence Zand is entered between Z and WZ Lt buoys. In the ap-
proach channel to Zeebrugge (Zand) in and out-going vessels, often without pilots, and 
ferries to and from Zeebrugge may be encountered.

E1 – Through Westpit, Scheur and Zand
The route follows the ''2-way route Westpit'' to the vicinity of NE Akkeart Buoy (appr. 
51º27.3'N 02º59.4'E). Very deep-draught vessels take a more westerly course. From NE 
Akkaert Buoy Scheur is entered between S3 and S4 Buoys, thence Zand is entered between 
SZ and S7 Buoys.

6.6.1.4	 Notes
Special attention is drawn to the following points:
�� Scheur is continually dredged;
�� There is a lot of crossing traffic near S3 and S4 Lt buoys, especially ferries to and from 

Zeebrugge and Vlissingen enter or leave Scheur at this point;
�� Vessels, with a draught too deep to use Oostgat, which have embarked the pilot at 

Steenbank pilot station, enter Scheur between S3 and S4 Lt buoys;
�� In the shoalest part of the channel between S5 and S6 Lt buoys and S12 and S-W Lt buoys 

and as far as W2 Lt buoy and Fort Maisonneuve wreck Lt buoy, the axis of the deepest 
part of the dredged channel (500m wide), lies about 1 cable north of the fairway. Deep 
draught vessels proceeding inwards follow the middle of this channel slightly N of the 
axis of the fairway;

�� If a large LPG-tanker is navigating the route between Wandelaar pilot station and  
Zeebrugge harbour, all other shipping should remain at a distance of at least 0.5 n miles 
from this vessel;

�� Between S3 and S4 Lt buoys, Vaargeul is converging Scheur;
�� Between SZ and S7 Lt buoys, Zand (approach channel to Zeebrugge) is converging 

Scheur. In and out-going vessels, often without pilots, and ferries to and from Zeebrugge 
may be encountered;

�� Scheur/Wielingen: Vessels with a length > 200m and/or draught > 10m shall exhibit dur-
ing day time a black cilinder and during night time in addition to the prescribed naviga-
tion lights three all-round red lights in a vertical line;

�� Firing exercises see Chapter 2 – Navigation/Traffic Safety, section 2.9 ‘Firing excercises’.
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F1 – Through Westpit, Ravelingen, Grote Rede and Rechtstreekse Kil
The route follows the ''2-way route Westpit'' to the vicinity of NE Akkeart Buoy (appr. 
51º27.3'N 02º59.4'E). From NE Akkaert Buoy a course is set out towards A1 Buoy. On this 
part of the route crossing traffic may be encountered on their way from pilot station  
Wandelaar to Zeebrugge/Westerschelde or vice verca. From A1 Buoy the route leads 
through Ravelingen. This passage is entered between the Oostendebank E and 
Wenduinebank W Buoys, thence via Buitenstroombank Buoy (Grote Rede) and  
Rechtstreekse Kil, Oostende Harbour is entered on the 128º leading line.

6.6.1.3	 Main	fairways	to	Zeebrugge	harbour
D1 – Through Vaargeul, Scheur and Zand
Vessels with a draught > 13.1m are considered as channel-bound and therefore obliged to 
make use of Vaargeul as part of the 'Deep Water (DW) Route in the approaches to river 
Scheldt'. Vaargeul is converging Scheur between S3 and S4 Lt buoys, thence Wielingen is 
entered between W2 and W3 Lt buoys.

D2 – Through Scheur and Zand
Scheur is entered south of Akkaertbank between S1 and S2 Lt buoys after passing A1 Lt 
buoy, thence Zand is entered between SZ and S7 Lt buoys.

D3 – Through the channel N of Wenduinebank and Zand
The route can be usedLt by vessels drawing less then 8m and leads through the channel 
north of Wenduinebank, thence Zand is entered between Z and WZ Lt buoys. In the ap-
proach channel to Zeebrugge (Zand) in and out-going vessels, often without pilots, and 
ferries to and from Zeebrugge may be encountered.

E1 – Through Westpit, Scheur and Zand
The route follows the ''2-way route Westpit'' to the vicinity of NE Akkeart Buoy (appr. 
51º27.3'N 02º59.4'E). Very deep-draught vessels take a more westerly course. From NE 
Akkaert Buoy Scheur is entered between S3 and S4 Buoys, thence Zand is entered between 
SZ and S7 Buoys.

6.6.1.4	 Notes
Special attention is drawn to the following points:
�� Scheur is continually dredged;
�� There is a lot of crossing traffic near S3 and S4 Lt buoys, especially ferries to and from 

Zeebrugge and Vlissingen enter or leave Scheur at this point;
�� Vessels, with a draught too deep to use Oostgat, which have embarked the pilot at 

Steenbank pilot station, enter Scheur between S3 and S4 Lt buoys;
�� In the shoalest part of the channel between S5 and S6 Lt buoys and S12 and S-W Lt buoys 

and as far as W2 Lt buoy and Fort Maisonneuve wreck Lt buoy, the axis of the deepest 
part of the dredged channel (500m wide), lies about 1 cable north of the fairway. Deep 
draught vessels proceeding inwards follow the middle of this channel slightly N of the 
axis of the fairway;

�� If a large LPG-tanker is navigating the route between Wandelaar pilot station and  
Zeebrugge harbour, all other shipping should remain at a distance of at least 0.5 n miles 
from this vessel;

�� Between S3 and S4 Lt buoys, Vaargeul is converging Scheur;
�� Between SZ and S7 Lt buoys, Zand (approach channel to Zeebrugge) is converging 

Scheur. In and out-going vessels, often without pilots, and ferries to and from Zeebrugge 
may be encountered;

�� Scheur/Wielingen: Vessels with a length > 200m and/or draught > 10m shall exhibit dur-
ing day time a black cilinder and during night time in addition to the prescribed naviga-
tion lights three all-round red lights in a vertical line;

�� Firing exercises see Chapter 2 – Navigation/Traffic Safety, section 2.9 ‘Firing excercises’.
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6.6.1.5	 Secondary	fairways	to	Vlissingen	Roads
G1 – Geul van Walvischstaart
The fairway is not of importance to seagoing vessels.
G2 – Deurloo
The fairway is not used by large vessels. It is not advisible to navigate this fairway at night 
or during poor visibility.

G3 – Geul van de Rassen
The fairway is not used by large vessels. It is not advisible to navigate this fairway at night 
or during poor visibility.

G4 – Spleet
To fairway is not of importance to seagoing vessels.

6.6.1.6	 Anchorages
Anchorage Schouwenbank
Just NE of Schouwenbank Junction is an anchorage of about 5 x 2,5 n miles. Vessels wishing 
to use this anchorage should inform Traffic Centre Steenbank as early as possible. On leav-
ing the anchorage this should also be reported. (see also section 6.4 ‘Communication’).

Anchorage West Hinder
Anchorage for LNG-carriers bound for or departed from the port of Zeebrugge.

Anchorage Oostdyck
Anchorage for LNG-carriers bound for or departed from the port of Zeebrugge
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�� In the area of the tidal rivers, the only important directions are upstream and down-
stream. Near basins, docks, tributary waterways, and similar waters, the tidal stream 
pattern may be complicated.

�� Stream rates in Westerschelde are subject of changes. In the Westerschelde, in particular 
secondary fairways, and its estuary stream rates alteration may appear as a result of 
dredging work and natural migration of channels.

�� Platen van Ossenisse (approximate 51°24.5'N 04°00.0'E) During strong spring tides a 
very strong tidal stream (2.5 up to 5kn) can cross the Zuidergat. This tidal cross-stream 
occurs during high water levels of 56dm LAT (+2.80m NAP) or higher, from 20 minutes 
before HW Hansweert to 60 minutes after HW Hansweert, and runs between the 51 and 
53 Lt buoys from the Eastern part of Platen van Ossenisse (north of Hoek van Ossenisse) 
in the direction of the North-West entrance of the Schaar van Waarde. At the same time, 
a Western tidal cross stream runs between the 53 and 55 Lt buoys towards the outlet 
area of the Schaar van Ossenisse. The tidal cross stream can also occur during less  
developed spring tides which, due to storm surging, result in a water level Hansweert 
>6.10m LAT (+3.35m NAP).

�� Middelgat – Overloop van Hansweert (Western Scheldt)  
During strong spring tides a strong tidal stream (measured till 2,7 knots) out of the  
Middelgat crosses the Overloop van Hansweert (between the 40A, 40B and 40C buoys.) 
This tidal cross-stream occurs between about 1 hour before HW Hansweert till about HW 
Hansweert.

6.8	 Rules	|	Regulations

6.8.1	 General	Rules	|	Regulations
See Chapter 2 – 'Navigation | Traffic Safety, section 2.17 'Shipping Regulations'. 

6.8.2	 Local	Rules	|	Regulations

6.8.2.1	 Tankers
I	 Tankers	proceding	at	night

A tanker loaded with highly inflammable substances or which have not been certified gas 
free after discharging may only navigate the Schelde upstream of the S-ly head of the ap-
proach channel to Kallosluis (Belgium) if:
�� The vessel is equipped with a good working radarinstallation;
�� The radar is in use during the whole track;
�� VHF-communication is possible at all times;
�� The navigator(s) has a radar licence.

II	 Tank	cleaning	restriction
In general tank cleaning, degassing and flushing pipelines is not allowed without permis-
sion from local authorities in the areas Westerschelde and approaches.

6.8.2.2	 Gas	carriers
For gas carriers, which for any kind of gas exceed a particular number of cubic metres, a 
number of measures are in force:
�� Gas carriers which, in the judgement of the proper authorities, have to break off their 

passage through Scheur (see section 6.6.1) and the main fairways, should anchor at 
Wielingen Noord (see section 6.6.2.4).

�� Patrol boats (recognizable by a blue flashing light) will be provided as escort. If neces-
sary, in consultation with the gas carrier, they will control the traffic at navigational 
bottlenecks such as Vlissingen Roads, Drempel van Borssele, and in the approaches to 
harbours or locks.

�� The radar must be in working order.
�� By day flag ‘B’ should be flown; at night and when visibility is less than 2000m, a red all 

around light should be shown.
�� When visibility is less than 2000m the passage should not be commenced, and if pos-

sible the vessel should anchor.
�� Gas carriers and vessels not certified gas free, longer than 170m will be escorted up-

stream of Saeftinge (51°22'N 4°13'E) by a tug.
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9.4.4.3	 Vessel	Traffic	Services	Zeegat	van	Hoek	van	Holland

Supporting VHF-Channels

VHF Ch. 11: Harbour Coordination Centre (Traffic issues)
Who:             All moored seagoing vessels
When:          - Pilot requests, tugboats and/or linesmen;
                       - The planned voyage can not be undertaken;
                       - If incidents occur;
                       - Emergency services are required;
                       - Commencing/terminating special works for which permission has been   
                          granted.

VHF Ch. 14: Harbour Coordination Centre (Operational issues)
Who:             All moored seagoing vessels
When:          If permission is required to execute special works such as;
                       - Lowering lifeboats;
                       - Diving activities;
                       - Lightering activities with floating cranes;
                       - Bunkering etc.

VHF Ch. 19: Harbour Coordination Centre
What:            Weather reports every H + 50 when expected wind force >8Bft.
Note:             It is recommended to listen out on this channel when moored.

Station

Radar Maas Approach 01 √ √ √

Radar Maas Pilot 02 √ √ √ √

Radar Maas Entrance 03 √ √ √ √

TC Hoek van Holland 11 √ √

TC Rotterdam 11 √ √

Radar Europoort 66 √ √ √

Radar Rozenburg 65 √ √ √

Radar Hartelhaven-Dintelhaven 10 √ √ √

Radar Maassluis 80 √ √ √

Radar Botlek 61 √ √ √

Radar Eemhaven 63 √ √ √

Radar Waalhaven 60 √ √ √

Radar Maasbruggen 81 √ √ √

TC Dordrecht 71 √ √

Radar Dordrecht 79 √ √ √
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9.6 Sailing directions

9.6.1	 Zeegat	van	Hoek	van	Holland	approach
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